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NZ government



State Services Commission
Crown Copyright 2008

www.ssc.govt.nz

Public sector information layers

• Public Service –statistics; most public 
registers; land registration

• State Services – legislation; research 
data; motor vehicle registration

• State Sector – academic research; 
meteorological data; property valuation 
data

• Public Sector – local government 
bylaws, geospatial data
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NZ information policy leadership

State Services Commission
– Development Goals for the State Services

2005, 2007
– E-government strategy 2001, 2003, 2006
– Policy framework for government held 

information 1997
– Trusted computing/digital rights management 

principles and policies 2006
– Trusted computing/digital rights management 

standards and guidelines 2007
– NZ web standards 2007 (Crown copyright 

statement)
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NZ information policy leadership

Ministry of Justice 
– Official Information Act 1982
– Privacy Act 1993
– Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 

1987

Ministry of Economic Development –
– Copyright Act 1994
– Digital Strategy 2005; 2008 refresh underway

Ministry of Research Science and Technology and 
Ministry of Education
– Access to research data – academic, scientific, etc
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Information policy leadership

• National Library of New Zealand
– Digital content strategy 2007
– Advocacy for NZ Creative Commons licences 2007
– E-legal deposit 2003
– EPIC – e-licensing initiative – 22 databases from 6 vendors -

2008
• Statistics New Zealand

– Making more information freely available programme
• New Zealand Geospatial Office

– accountable to the Geospatial Executives Group, which 
represents some 15 central government agencies 

– Geospatial Strategy 2007
• Archives New Zealand

– Digital sustainability strategy 2008 – being prepared
– Public Records Act 2005
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At the centre of the government 
layer is….
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Policy framework for Government 
held information, 1997

• Government’s statement of good practice 
in information management

• Balances the ease of access with 
security and the need to withhold certain 
types of information, particularly personal

• Common principles ensure a consistent 
approach across agencies
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Eleven principles

Availability Copyright
Coverage Preservation
Pricing Quality
Ownership Integrity
Stewardship Privacy
Collection

www.ssc.govt.nz/Documents/policy_framework_for_Government_.htm
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Policy framework supports open 
access

• Makes information available easily, widely and equitably
• Promotes free access or pricing to cover the costs of 

dissemination
• Pricing only when the information is created for the 

commercial purpose of sale at a profit 
• Government-held information is a strategic resource 

'owned' by the Government as a steward on behalf of the 
public

• Information created by departments is subject to Crown 
copyright but where wide dissemination is desirable, the 
Crown should permit use of its copyrights subject to 
acknowledgement of source
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Public sector information thrust 
into the open!

• All published material; indexes
• Policies; forms
• Information created or collected on a statutory basis

– Subject to commercial sensitivity and privacy considerations
• Cabinet papers
• Select Committee reports
• Discussion papers
• OIA released information
• Online fora – e.g. – Road Safety forum

– Comments from people; informed comment on comments
– Final policy framework based on comment and participation
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Pricing policy

• NZ Treasury – Guidelines for setting 
charges in the public sector
– Cover supply of information
– Consistent with Policy framework

• Land Information New Zealand –
cost of dissemination

• Statistics NZ – increasingly offering 
official statistics free of charge
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New information-related projects

• Review of the Privacy Act
• Promotion of the Trusted Computing/Digital 

Rights Management Principles and Policies
• Use & reuse of Government’s authoritative data
• Implementation of the New Zealand Geospatial 

Strategy
– Greater access to geospatial assets owned, 

maintained or used by government for a wide range of 
activities, from emergency services and national 
defence to utilities, resource management, biosecurity
and economic development
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Bright ideas for the future

• Implications of offshore hosting of public 
sector information

• Consideration of Creative Commons for 
public sector information

• A programme to ensure open access to 
research output in New Zealand

• Review of progress towards more 
accessible information 25 years after the 
Official Information Act 1982 was passed
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Current housework to make it all 
happen

• 2008 review of the Policy framework 
for Government held information

• Clarifying agencies’ understanding 
about Crown Copyright  for insertion 
in the NZ Web standards 2007

• Broadening agency access to and 
usage of information on the Public 
Sector Intranet
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Projects to get started

• Greater use of information assets to achieve 
economic transformation and innovation
– Offer more data for use in a Web2.0 environment
– Provide opportunities for commercialisation of official 

and authoritative data by the private sector

• Ownership of data; impact on trust in 
government

• Consider the value of a Privacy Commons
– personal data footprints 
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Summary

• NZ’s government system supports open 
access to public sector information

• Our focus is on:
– enabling use and reuse of authoritative data
– addressing usage licensing
– updating access policy for all users

• We welcome collaborative opportunities 
with other jurisdictions


